The Vietnam War is on record as one of the main disasters that impacted heavily on the American society until today. The immediate impact of this war on people, families, institutions and the American culture was deep and changed the perspective of the citizens on the government, the media, and the rights of the people as envisioned in the American Constitution. Some people also opposed the war, and the antiwar sentiment spread from being targeted to the government and military to drastically changing the culture of the American society. Because of the change in people’s perspective, the country was divided yet still came together to soldier on in different ways. In his book titled “The Scar That Binds: American Culture and the Vietnam War”, Keith Beattie discusses how the events that transpired during the war have changed the way of American culture today. Hence, the purpose of this paper is to highlight the effects of the Vietnam War on the culture of American society, America’s involvement portrayed the country’s ideals of equality, achieving world peace, and free speech. One of the major impacts of the Vietnam War on American culture is that the war influenced the way American citizens viewed their place in the world. After World War II, the United States thought it was obligated to spread democracy, which would achieve world peace across the globe However, Keith illustrated this political motivation to strengthened America’s foreign policy was championed for by the political leaders. President Richard Nixon continued to wage war in Vietnam, which many people argued that the American foreign policy was impacting heavily on the American citizens. Vietnam War, as Keith illustrates, left many American citizens questioning whether the country should engage in foreign conflicts. In fact, young Americans, especially students in colleges and universities, were furious because they believed the war was being funded by the rich and the poor fought it. This eventuality led to the rise of the largest anti-war movement in the United States history and caused a great cultural divided. As well, civil rights movements were given birth to and championed for cultural changes in society. Keith notes that Americans became apprehensive of those they chose to represent in the government because they felt the leaders were misleading them (Keith 1998). Many Americans thought that the country was losing on being a superpower anymore. It was no longer untouchable, and Americans were worried about this. Keith argues that the American culture had lost on its idea of democracy. America’s foreign policy aimed at achieving world peace was no longer working anymore and that is why American citizens back home were protesting on the impact of war in the country. The other issue of discussion as it pertains to the American culture in society is the role of the media in shaping people’s ideas. The media forms an integral part of any society. Media should be the sword of democracy. It should act as a watchdog to protect the interests of the general public from malpractice and foster public awareness. The Vietnam War exposed the role of media in informing the public. Keith highlights how the media affected person’s perceptions of the war whether they were aware of what was happening or were unaware of it. The media covered the events that transpired during this war and aired to the American citizens back home. Americans back home were able to view how the soldiers were fighting for what the country believed in to engage in the war. Keith argues that this event changed people’s perspectives on the war. It would be difficult to analyze how many people would admit how the media coverage affected their beliefs on the war, but there seems to be a correlation with the increase of war protesters, and the increased news coverage of the wars America has involved in after the Vietnam War. To find out that people’s perspective changed during and after this war, Keith highlights people who organized in civil movements in order to counter the culture that was being instilled in the American culture. Counterculture, which ensued in the 1960s rejected the social norms in the country. The movement was mainly opposed to America’s involvement in the Vietnam War. Moreover, rejection of the mainstream culture, that many noted did not embrace equality, was reflected in other genres such as music, pop-art, and through religion. This event infers that the way the media had covered the war impacted on people’s perspective about how America should rely on in war. Many people saw it as a way of degrading the American culture thus harming the citizens. Another concern about the American culture raised by this war is the issue of equality. Keith notes that the society was much divided in terms of class and race. In fact, what was highlighted during the antiwar movement was the idea that the American culture being eroded as a result of the rich gaining prominence while the poor suffering. Some groups of people viewed the war in Vietnam as a way of exploitation of the rich by the poor. For example, Martin Luther King Jr. emerged as a civil rights activist who specifically championed for the rights of the black-Americans in the American society. As Keith notes, the Vietnam War shed light into the issue of participation in the military (Keith, 1998). The war was experienced at a time when the American society was grappling with the issue of segregation. It was a concern for society since the black people had been left behind in equal representation in the military. The ongoing domestic conflicts between the black-Americans and the white Americans were reflected in the Vietnam War. Black soldiers continued to fight in segregated units. Apart from the issue of race, the other concern was over the rise of the rich in the American culture. The people who engaged in antiwar protests were concerned that the rich were funding the war to pursue their personal interests while the poor continued to serve them in the military. In fact, Keith argues that the political domain was mainly infiltrated by hungry-for-money political figures who wanted to benefit from staging the war. Keith also highlights how the poor were left impoverished at home (Keith, 1998). Most Americans were not secure at their jobs. Their cultural status, their homes, which were affected by the war, high taxes, among other issues directly impacted in the poor living them more impoverished. This issue can also be seen in the way veterans of war were treated after intervening in the war. Most of the soldiers come from poor backgrounds yet after the war, most of them are left neglected. Government intervention for them is not enough to make them lead better lives. It only proves that the poor are often left to suffer, even though they contribute immensely to the prosperity of the nation. Thus, what Keith sums up is that the war had led to the widening of the gap between the poor and the rich. The poor had been left devastated by the war while the rich had benefited from it. In conclusion, it is indeed evident that the Vietnam War left a huge mark in the American way of living. The war changed people’s perspective on the role of the media in informing the public. The war also changed people’s view of their leaders for serving their interests. Moreover, the war fostered a society in which the rich continue to benefit from the society while the poor continue to suffer. All these ideals are portrayed by historians like Keith Beattie, who viewed that the society was more hurt after the Vietnam War. Hence, the ideas perpetuated during the Vietnam War were incorporated into the American culture. These ideas continue to impact heavily in the contemporary society affecting many people.  
